


ARCSOFT PRODUCT  FAMILY

ArcSoft PhotoPrinter
Print multiple photos on a single page and 
multiple pages at one time. Edit and enhance 
your photos, too.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.  
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

®

®

ArcSoft PhotoMontage   - Video Edition  
It's the coolest way to present and share your 
pictures. Use thousands of photos to create a 
larger, single image.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP. 

®

ArcSoft PhotoImpression
This all-in-one solution blends powerful photo 
editing with project templates and a slick, 
easy-to-use interface.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.  
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

TM

ArcSoft Panorama Maker
Stitch together photos to create awesome 
panoramic images. Make horizontal, vertical, 
tiled or 360° masterpieces.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.   
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

TM

TM

TM

®

ArcSoft ShowBiz   DVD
Take your home videos and turn them into 
incredible DVD movies complete with 
customized menus and text.

Windows 98SE/Me/2000/XP.

®

ArcSoft PhotoStudio
Awesome photo editing for the home or office. 
Work with layers and enhance your photos in a 
number of ways.  

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP. 
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

ArcSoft PhotoBase
Your complete multimedia manager. Sort, share 
and archive your multimedia collections in the 
easiest way possible.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP. 
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

ArcSoft VideoImpression
Create multimedia presentations by combining 
photos and video clips with audio, text and scene 
transitions.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP. 
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

TMArcSoft PhotoBase   - Mobile Edition
Manage, edit and share your photos wherever 
you go. Currently available for Palm OS and 
Pocket PC users. 

Installs from Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.

TMArcSoft Multimedia Email
Send fully customized electronic postcards to 
virtually any Windows or Macintosh user right 
from your computer.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.

ArcSoft Funhouse
Put your face on a magazine cover, other 
picture or scene. Take your imagination to  
the next level.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.  
Macintosh OS 8.6/9/X.

TMArcSoft Greeting Card Creator
Make your own custom greeting cards  
year-round for any occasion using photos 
from your own image collections. 

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.

ArcSoft 3D Text Factory
Form fun, animated 3D titles perfect for Web 
pages, presentations and more. Customize 
virtually every feature.

Windows 98/Me/2000/XP.

TM TMArcSoft Collage Creator
Piece together awesome collages that just 
can't be made by hand. Tons of tools give 
you boundless freedom.

Windows 98SE/Me/2000/XP.
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System Requirements 
 
�x�� Windows 98/2000/ME/XP 
�x�� Pentium based processor or equivalent 
�x�� 100 MB free hard disk space (content not included) 
�x�� 64 MB RAM (128 MB recommended) 
�x�� 16-bit color display at 800 x 600 

 
 

Introduction 
 
Welcome to PhotoMontage Video Edition (VE)!  In no time you’ll be creating the most unique 
images ever, constructed from your personal photo and video collections.  What’s a “montage” 
exactly?  Well, imagine a photo that’s actually made up of hundreds or thousands of smaller 
photos.  Imagine looking at a poster, and upon cl oser examination, discovering a compilation of 
smaller photos, each precisely arranged to make up the larger, main image. 
 

 
 
Montages make great prints, posters, and gifts.  They offer a fun alternative to traditional photo 
albums.  Graduations, birthdays, weddings—put every photo from the occasion together into a 
montage and share your memories in the coolest way possible. 
 
This quick start guide will walk you through the crea tion of a montage.  We’ll touch on the main 
aspects of the program, but be sure to consult the built-in Help file if you need more information 
about a specific button or function. 
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Creating a Montage: 
 
Step 1. Selecting Your “Primary Image” 
 
The “primary image” in a montage is the larger, main image constructed from the hundreds or 
thousands of “micro-images.”  You start the montage process by selecting this image.  From the 
Main Screen: 
 

 
 

1. Click “Get Photo.”  You’ll be taken to the Get Photo Screen. 
 

2. Choose the desired album from the pulldown. 
 

(If you need to create an album, click “New Album.”  You can type over the default name 
to something more descriptive.  Click “Add Photo” to choose the photos on your system 
that you’d like to add to your new album.) 

 
3. Highlight the thumbnail of the desired image, then click “Okay.” 
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Step 2. Editing Your Primary Image 
 
Now that your primary image is set, it’s good to prime it for montage construction.  
PhotoMontage VE includes an enhancement tool that allows you to make modifications to the 
primary image’s color.  From the Main Screen: 
 

 
 

1. Click “Edit Photo.”  You’ll be taken to the Edit Screen. 
 
2. Click and drag the Brightness and Contrast sliders to modify the image to your liking, 

then click “Okay.” 
 

 
 

(The program also includes a crop tool.  You can use this tool to remove unwanted areas of 
your primary image, or to focus on a specific section.  Consult the Help file for more 
information.) 
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Step 3. Choosing and Creating Micro-Image Collections 
 
Once your primary image is ready, you can now choose the collections of micro-images that will 
be used to make up your final montage.  From the Main Screen: 
 

 
 

1. Click “Build Montage.”  You’ll be taken to the Build Screen. 
 
2. The left side of the screen will 

contain all of your micro-image 
collections.  There are three 
sections: CD Collections, My 
Photo Collections, and My Video 
Collections. 

 
CD Collections: This area lists 
the various ArcSoft micro-image 
collections.  By default, you’ll 
have “Mega Collection” listed 
here.  This refers to the library 
of thousands of images stored 
on your program CD. 
 
My Photo Collections: This 
area lists all of your personal 
micro-image collections.  To 
create a micro-image collection, 
click “Setup.”  (We’ll discuss this 
in greater detail in the very next 
step.) 
 
My Video Collections: This 
area is essentially the same as 
the “My Photo Collections” 
section, but instead contains 
micro-images from individual 
frames of video files.  
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3. To add to the “My Photo Collections” section, click “Setup.”   You’ll be taken to the Photo 
Collection Setup Screen. 

 

 
 
a. Micro-image collections are created from albums.  You’ll see a list of your albums on 

the left side of the screen.  Place a checkmark (all you need to do is click) next to the 
album that you’d like to convert into a micro-image collection.  You’ll see it appear 
under the “My Photo Collections” area of the screen. 

 
b. Click “Okay” to begin processing.  The images in your album will be converted into 

micro-images.  Don’t worry, your album won’t be altered.  The conversion process 
creates new micro-images and does not alter your album content. 

 
c. Back on the Build Screen, you will see your new micro-image collection appear in the 

“My Photo Collections” section. 
 

4. To add to the “My Video Collections” section, click “Setup.”  You’ll be taken to the Video 
Collection Setup Screen. 

 

 
 

a. Click “Add” to browse your system for video files. 
 
b. Once they’ve been added to the “Video Files” section, place a checkmark (by 

clicking) next to the files you want converted into micro-images. 
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c. Check the “Skip Blank Frames” box.  This will prevent the program from capturing an 
empty frame in your video.  Click “Convert” to add them to the “My Video 
Collections” area. 

 
d. Click “Okay” to convert the videos into micro-images and return to the Build Screen. 

 
5. Now that all of your collections are available, put checkmarks next to those that you’d 

like to use to make up your final montage.  You can add up to three checkmarks per 
collection.  The more checkmarks, the more the program will pull from that collection to 
build the montage. 
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Step 4. Adjusting Montage Settings 
 
You’re almost there!  Setting up your micro-image collections for the first time is the toughest 
part.  But that wasn’t too bad, was it?  Now that that’s over with, let’s check out the actual 
montage settings.  There isn’t just one way to build a montage; there are several settings that 
you can play with to create multiple montage variations.  Here’s what you can customize: 
 

 
 

1. Micro-Image Count: From the pulldown, choose the total number of micro-images you 
would like to appear in your montage. 

 
2. Micro-Image Size: Choose between “Small” and “Large.” 

 
3. Micro-Image Pattern: Choose between “Aligned” and “Offset.”  “Aligned” keeps the 

micro-image rows and columns straight; “Offset” creates more of a brick-like pattern. 
 

4. Micro-Image Repetition: Choose between “Never,” “Limited,” and “Unlimited.”  This 
setting alters how often a specific micro-image will be used within the montage.  Note 
that even if you select “Never” or “Limited,” some micro-images may appear several 
times because your micro-image count is higher than the totals of your micro-image 
collections. 

 
5. Grid and Border: A grid is a black outline that appears around individual micro-images.  

A border is a black outline around the entire montage.  Choose the grid and border 
option from the pulldown. 

 

 
 

6. Caption and Caption Position: You can add a title/caption to your montage.  Type 
your text in the space provided.  Click “Font” to view/alter the text properties.  From the 
pulldown, choose where the text will be placed on the montage. 
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7. Color Variation: You should almost always leave 
this box checked.  Enabling “color variation” allows 
the program to alter the tone of each micro-image 
used in a montage so that the color matches that of 
the primary image. 

 
8. Signature: A signature is simply a micro-image that 

is placed in the lower-right corner of the montage.  
Click the current signature thumbnail to select one 
of your own.  Include a photo of yourself, a cool 
logo, or any other image that you want.

9. Hidden treasure: A hidden treasure is a unique micro-image.  It is placed at random 
within the montage and only used once.  This fun feature lets you have a “treasure 
hunt.”  Share your montage with friends and family and have them hunt for the one 
unique micro-image.  Click the thumbnail to choose your own hidden treasure. 

 
When all of your settings are complete, click “Okay” on the Build Screen.  You’ll be taken to the 
Main Screen, where you can watch the construction of your montage. 
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Step 5. Viewing, Saving, and Printing Your Montage 
 
Once your montage is complete, you can view it onscreen, save it, and print it out. 
 
 
Viewing Options 
The bottom of the screen will display your viewing options. 
 

: Displays your original primary image. 
 

: Displays your finished montage. 
 

: Offers a zoomed view of your montage.  You can zoom in/out and pan to 
focus on specific areas of the final project. 

 
 
 
Saving Your Montage 
From the Main Screen, click “Save As.”  
 
A standard save window will appear.  You can select the save directory and file type, and type in 
a unique file name for your montage. 
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Printing Your Montage 
Click “Print” on the Main Screen. 
 

 
 
From the Print Screen, you’ll have the following options: 
 

 

 
Scheme: Choose the orientation and 
number of pages across which the print 
will expand. 

 
Scale: Alter the value here to modify 
the size of the printed montage. 

 
Copies: Set the number of printed 
copies. 
 
When you’re ready, click “Okay” to 
print.  Otherwise, click “Cancel.”
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Tips & Tricks 
 
Here are a few pointers that you should remember when using PhotoMontage VE: 
 

• Keep your primary images simple.  Close-ups of faces or single objects work best.  
Excessive “clutter” in a photo can lead to a decline in montage quality. 

 
• Micro-images are cropped to a 4:3 landscape format.  If your micro-images are created 

from photos in the portrait format (more tall than wide), they will automatically be 
cropped to the set proportion for micro-images. 

 
• Re-render montages using an assortment of settings.  Don’t be sold on a montage after 

processing it one time.  Try the different alignment and border options to see which 
works best with your primary image.  Increase or decrease the micro-image count or size 
to see what yields the best-looking montage. 

 
• When converting a video into a micro-image collection, be sure that you set an adequate 

amount of time between frame captures.  Frames that are captured too close to one 
another may not vary enough, leading to several micro-images that are next to identical. 

 
• Keep the “Color Variation” option checked unless you have a reason for not altering the 

micro-image tone.  Color variation allows quality montages to be produced without a 
large number of micro-images. 



                                                    Contact Information 
 
N. America 
46601 Fremont Blvd 
Fremont, CA 94538 
Tel: 1.510.440.9901 
Fax: 1.510.440.1270 
Website: www.arcsoft.com 
Email: support@arcsoft.com 
  
Central Europe 
46601 Fremont Blvd. 
Fremont, CA 94538 USA 
Tel: +1-510-440-9901 
Fax: +1-510-440-1270 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Japan 
Japan Support Center 
M.D.S., Inc. 
JTT Building 3F 
3-3-4 Ueno, Taito-ku 
Tokyo 101-0005, Japan 
Tel: +81-3-3834-5256 
Fax: +81-3-5816-4730 
Website: www.arcsoft.jp 
Email: support@arcsoft.jp 
  
China 
ArcSoft Beijing Co., Ltd. 
No. 6 South Capital Gym Road 
Beijing New Century Hotel 
Office Building 
#1060 
Beijing 100044, China 
Tel: 8610-68491368 
Email: tech@arcsoft.com.cn 

Taiwan 
ArcSoft Inc. Taiwan Branch 
Tel: +886 (0) 2-27181869 
Fax: +886 (0) 2-27190256 
Email: support@arcsoft.com.tw 
  
Latin America 
Tel (Brazil): 00817-200-0709 
Tel (Chili): 800-202-797 
Email: latinsupport@arcsoft.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
Visit us at www.arcsoft.com 
 
How to Register: 
Register your program online at www.arcsoft.com. 
 
Quick Start Guide: 
Written and layout by Steve Toribio 
 
Copyright 1999-2003 by ArcSoft, Inc. All rights reserved. ArcSoft PanoramaMaker is a registered trademark of ArcSoft, Inc.  
All other brands and product names are trademark or registered trademarks of their respective holders. 
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